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Caring for Your Labradoodle’s Ears 
 
One of the main health struggles for a 
labradoodle are its ears. Labradoodle ears are 
close to the side of their head, causing them to 
need special attention. 

 
Australian labradoodles have lots of beautiful 
curls! Taken care of and groomed properly, 
this is a beautiful and soft to snuggle 
companion. There is one concern that goes 
along with the beautiful fleece, those beautiful 
locks also grow in the labradoodle ears canals 
and that is where the problem lies. If not taken 
care of properly, this will lead to discomfort in 
the ear and if left long enough will cause a 
raging, painful infection for your Australian 
labradoodle. Let’s talk about how to avoid this 
unfortunate situation! 
 
It is very important that you have your groomer 
or vet pluck the extra hair in the ear canal. 
With this extra hair gone, more air can flow 
into labradoodle ears, air movement and 
circulation is pivotal to healthy ears! You can 
also do this task at home if you are 
comfortable with it.  Most dogs, while not real 
excited about it, allow you to pluck the ear 
without too much complaining, as they seem 
to know that after it is over, they will feel much 
better!  It is a similar feeling to plucking eye 
brows, a bit uncomfortable but not a huge deal 
for most Australian labradoodles. You need to 
pluck enough hair to be able to see into the 
canal clearly. 
 
Next step is cleaning the labradoodle ears. 
There are lots of ear cleaners available; the 
ones we recommend are ear wipes, similar to 
a baby wipe or top Performance Pro-ear 
Professional ear Cleaner. Never use a cotton 
swab. When cleaning the ear canal of an 
Australian labradoodle you need to be 
confident that you will not hurt your dog’s ear. 
Start by lifting the ear and folding it up over 

your Australian labradoodles head, this gives 
you the best visual of what you are doing. If you 
are using wipes go ahead and start wiping the 
ear. If you are using the drops method you will 
need some cotton balls on hand. Take a cotton 
ball and wet it with the ear drops, wipe the ear 
canal all the way around and also on the outside 
ear. If there is dirt on the cotton get another and 
repeat the process. Continue to wipe and clean 
till the cotton is clean after a wipe. 
 
This process needs to be repeated daily for 
some dogs and for sure daily if your dog is 
struggling with an ear infection. Australian 
labradoodle ears all have a different level of 
discharge, some need a cleaning every day, and 
some are good for a clean once a week. Getting 
to know your Australian labradoodles ears is the 
only way to stay on top of the infections! 
 
A great way to make this experience enjoyable 
and less stressful for your Australian labradoodle 
is to play with his/her ears in a loving and natural 
way daily so that they do not associate all ear 
play with the ear clean. Also lots of praise for 
good behavior and a treat or two is in order! If 
the person doing the clean is relaxed the whole 
process will be easier on both you and your dog. 
 
Get into the habit of checking your dog’s ears 
regularly for cleanliness and health. If an 
infection is brewing your first clues will be a not 
nice smell coming from your Australian 
labradoodles ear, your Pet will also be shaking 
his/her head and be scratching the ear a lot, 
more than normal. Also if your labradoodle is 
yelping a bit when you rub around his/her ears 
this is another good indication that you are 
working with an infection. 
 
Healthy ears are a great start to a labradoodle 
who is comfortable and friendly at all times. 
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